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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK 

I must say we had a very enjoyable and successful 

Spring Luncheon this past March. We had almost 200 

attendees and a wonderful speaker. I wish you all could 

have heard Geoffrey Thomas’ presentation on the 

legacy of the heritage Douglas and McDonnell Douglas 

commercial aircraft. The facts Geoffrey presented and 

the personal stories he shared were really great and very 

entertaining.  

I had a nice conversation with several members from 

the Huntington Beach facility on the Missile and Space 

side of our business. These individuals had been 

involved with the many variations of the Nike missile 

program. I found this particularly interesting as I served 

with a Nike Hercules Air Defense unit while serving in 

the U.S. Army. It would be great to find some speakers 

from the Space side of our great company – so if you 

know of anyone please bring it to our attention.  

I am looking forward to the upcoming field trip this 

June to the USS Iowa and USS Lane Victory - two 

great ships from World War II – one a super man-o-war 

and the other a logistics supply ship. One ship from 

each end of the spectrum of naval power. Look for all 

the information on this trip in Jerry Callaghan’s article 

in this issue of the ROUNDUP. We currently have a 

good number signed up and expect we will have a 

sellout. So, if you are interested in going, get your name 

to Jerry and get signed up.  

Speaking of events coming up, we are hopeful to restart 

the annual Golf Tournament coinciding with our Fall 

Luncheon. We need to have a minimum number of 

foursomes to secure the Lakewood Country Club 

course. It is a fun day featuring a “Best Ball” format so 

everyone can enjoy the game. We aren’t limiting the 

tournament to only Retiree Association members so 

round up a foursome of your friends and come on out. 

Get all the details in Joel Benson and Jerry 

Callaghan’s article in this ROUNDUP.  

Make sure your calendar has October 7th, the first 

Tuesday in October, marked off for our fall Luncheon. 

It’s always fun to connect up with people we spent so 

much time working with.  

Have a great summer and look forward to seeing many 

of you on our June field trip.  

Jim Phillips     President 

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 2014 

SPRING UPDATE --- FIELD TRIP 

The field trip to the 

USS IOWA and SS 

LANE VICTORY is 

now set for 

Wednesday, June 

25th. The bus will 

depart the Sycamore 

Center Parking Lot in 

Lakewood at 9 AM 

and return around 5 

PM.  The cost will be 

$28 per person, which 

includes admission to 

both venues, docents on the USS IOWA, bus 

transportation, parking and driver tip.  If you are 

interested in a box lunch aboard the IOWA, this can be 

arranged at an extra cost of $13.  If not, you may wish 

to bring a sack lunch, as there are few restaurants 

nearby that can accommodate us.   While interest in the 

trip has been significant, there are still openings and I 

would encourage you to contact me ASAP to get on our 

sign-up list.  We will be contacting folks on the list (in 

order of sign up) for a firm commitment beginning in 

early May.  Payment, by check, will be due following 

this process.   

http://www.macdacwestretirees.org/
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The check should be made out to me, Jerry 

Callaghan.  My contacts are: 

Phone  562-691-4527, or 

e-mail jtcjmc@adelphia.net, or 

2151 W. Snead Street, La Habra, CA 90631 

 This should be a very interesting and fun day and I 

look forward to seeing you there.  

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

We currently have 5 foursomes 

signed up.  As indicated in earlier 

newsletters, we had set an 

aggressive goal of 14 

foursomes in 2014.  As you 

can see we have a way to go 

yet.  While not giving up on 

our aggressive goal, a 

meaningful and fun tournament can still happen if we 

can get a total of 10 foursomes.  

This year’s event will be held at Lakewood Country 

Club on Monday, October 6th.  The play format will 

again be “Team Best Ball” scoring and the fees will be 

$55 per person.  Please feel free to encourage as many 

members and potential new members as possible to 

participate.  Also, feel free to form your own foursomes 

with your personal friends.  

If we can achieve one of our foursome goals, we will 

contact all those signed up in early July for a firm 

commitment and final details.  Contact Jerry 

Callaghan for info or to sign up for the tournament. 

Joel Benson and Jerry Callaghan 

Boeing Expands SoCal Design Center 

Boeing announced it is centralizing customer support 

for in-service airplanes at its Boeing Commercial 

Airplanes Engineering Design Center in Southern 

California.  

"We’re creating a single location for customer support 

at the Southern California design center to ensure that 

we are well-positioned to support Boeing airplanes in 

service around the world as the market continues to 

grow," said Lynne Thompson, vice president, Customer 

Support, Commercial Aviation Services.  

"We will be expanding our presence in Southern 

California to create a site dedicated to a superior 

customer experience. This move will allow us to tap 

into existing engineering talent in California to expand 

on our outstanding customer support and align 

resources in a single location. At the same time, we will 

focus our team in the Puget Sound area on helping 

customers introduce new airplanes -- the 787 

Dreamliner, the 737 MAX and the 777X -- into their 

fleets," Thompson said. "We are committed to making 

this transition seamless to our customers." 

World War II Veterans with Wings to 

Revisit Normandy Invasion Site 

When veterans gather this June to commemorate the 

Allies’ invasion at Normandy one of the visitors to the 

site will be a venerable Douglas C-47/DC-3 aircraft 

now housed at the National Warplane Museum in 

Geneseo, N.Y.  

At the invitation of the French government, the 

airplane, known as Whiskey 7 because of its markings, 

will return to France with some other C-47s to 

participate in celebrations marking the 70th anniversary 

of the D-Day invasion of Normandy. In June Whiskey 7 

will recreate its wartime role and drop paratroopers 

over the original drop zone near Ste-Mere-Eglise.  

Late on June 5 and in the pre-dawn hours of June 6, 

1944 hundreds of C-47s carried 13,000 British and 

American paratroopers to destinations behind enemy 

lines. Whiskey 7 was one of them. Its occupants were 

part of the U.S. 82nd Airborne Division whose mission 

it was to protect the far right flank of the invasion in the 

Cotentin peninsula. They were to destroy bridges over 

the Douve River and secure the Merderet River by 

occupying both sides.  The 82nd also was to capture 

from the German garrison stationed there the 

strategically important town of Ste. Mere-Eglise, which 

was just inland from Utah beach.  

During the original battle unexpected turbulence 

scattered the paratroopers all over the intended drop 

zone and beyond.  The white parachutes made excellent 

targets and many of the troopers were killed by enemy 

mailto:jtcjmc@adelphia.net
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gunfire on the way down or were seriously injured if 

they did manage to make it to the ground. Some landed 

directly onto Ste. Mere-Eglise rooftops and trees, which 

were well lighted by a burning structure nearby, and 

were killed or immediately taken prisoner.    

Nevertheless, in some respects the chaos of the 

parachute drops aided in the ultimate success of the 

overall mission since it caught the German defenders 

between the paratroopers and the invading force from 

the sea, adding to their confusion of where the Allies 

were concentrated and leaving them unable to 

determine where best to deploy their own troops.  

The D-Day invasion was the largest amphibious 

mission in history, with the invasion fleet drawn from 

eight different navies, comprising 6,939 vessels: 1,213 

warships, 4,126 transport vessels (landing ships and 

landing craft), and 736 ancillary craft and 864 merchant 

vessels. Around 150,000 troops from American and 

British Commonwealth units landed on D-Day and in 

fierce fighting managed to establish beachheads from 

which to debark both men and supplies.  

By the end of June over 850,000 men, 148,000 

vehicles, and 570,000 tons of supplies had come 

through the beachhead and by July 4 over one million 

men had landed. The war in Europe dragged on for 

another 11 months while the Russians advanced toward 

Germany from the east and the western Allies pushed 

the fighting ever closer from the west toward the capital 

at Berlin. However, historians agree the outcome of the 

war likely would have been different had the D-Day 

invasion failed.   

Hopefully, the 2014 mission of Whiskey 7 will go 

better than during the original battle. W-7 is one of 

several C-47s scheduled to be part of the D-Day 

anniversary, with jumpers made up of active and retired 

military personnel. But it is believed to be the only one 

flying from the United States, according to an article 

from the National War Plane Museum Website.  

Erin Vitale, chairwoman of the Return to Normandy 

Project, said the plane will fly to France by way of 

Labrador, Greenland, Iceland, Scotland and Germany, 

with each leg 5 ½ to 7 hours. Vitale compared it to 

trying to drive a 70-year-old car across the country 

without a breakdown. "It's going to be a huge 

challenge."  

Among the 21 men W-7 carried in 1944 was 20-year-

old Leslie Palmer Cruise Jr., who also will make his 

fifth return trip to France, and be reunited with the craft 

— once it's on the ground. He is flying commercially 

from his Horsham, Pa., home outside Philadelphia.  

"With me, it's almost, sometimes, like yesterday," 

Cruise, now 89, said by phone, recalling his first 

combat mission. "It really never leaves you."  

Although the C-47 looks much the same today as it did 

on June 6, 1944, it looked very different when it arrived 

at the museum as a donation eight years ago. It had 

been converted to a corporate passenger plane. "We had 

to take an executive interior out," said the museum's 

president, W. Austin Wadsworth. "It had a dry bar, 

lounge seats, a table with a nice map of the Bahamas. It 

was beautiful."  

The museum's restoration of the historic plane to its 

original condition has been roughly a $180,000 project 

so far. Most of the money went toward two rebuilt 

engines and the rest to parts, equipment and service. 

The museum is trying to raise $250,000 for the 

restoration and return to Normandy.  

One upgrade it did allow was the installation of two 

GPS systems to keep the aircraft on course. "The 

avionics in the airplane are modern. We're not going to 

go with what they had in 1943," Wadsworth said. 

 "They would have had probably a radio beacon 

receiver and a lot of dead reckoning." There is still no 

autopilot, said Wadsworth's daughter, Naomi, who will 
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be among five pilots including her brother Craig taking 

turns at the controls on the way to Europe. That's fine 

with her, she said.  

"It's history. It's real flying," she said. "With a lot of the 

computerized, mechanized things that you see in the 

airliners today, the airplane basically flies itself. ... This 

is not a situation where you can be asleep at the wheel. 

You really have to pay attention." Said her father, also a 

pilot: "You don't just grab something and push it. 

There's a kind of feel to everything you do in these old 

birds. It doesn't have a soul obviously, but you don't 

just tell it what to do. You ask it."  

Cruise still remembers being squashed between other 

paratroopers seated on pan seats as the plane left 

England's Cottesmore Airdrome. He was weighed down 

with probably 100 pounds of gear, including an M-1 

rifle that was carried in three pieces, 30-caliber rifle 

ammo, a first-aid pack, grenade, K-rations and his New 

Testament in his left pocket, over his heart.  

"We could hear the louder roar as each plane following 

the leader accelerated down the runway and lifted into 

the air," he wrote in an account of the mission. "Our 

turn came and the quivering craft gathered momentum 

along the path right behind the plane in front."  

The airplane's engines were so loud he had to shout 

even to talk with the paratrooper next to him, he said, 

and the scenery looked like shadows in the dark. Over 

the English Channel, a colonel pointed downward. "In 

the partial darkness below we could make out 

silhouetted shapes of ships and there must have been 

thousands of them all sizes and kinds," Cruise wrote. 

"If we had any doubts before about the certainty of the 

invasion, they were dispelled now."                        

Elayne Bendel 

Regulations May Ground DC-3s in Europe 

But a Canadian Variant is Rescued 

 
Wars couldn’t kill it. The passage of time couldn’t kill 

it. More than 70 years of service on every continent 

couldn’t kill it.  But new safety and health protection 

regulations by the European Union may at last put an 

end to DC-3 passenger service in Europe.  Here’s a sad 

note from Rolf Sellge and the London Daily Mail: Now 

the Douglas DC-3 - the most successful plane ever 

made, which first took to the skies just over 30 years 

after the Wright Brothers' historic first flight - is to 

carry passengers in Britain for the last time.   

Romeo Alpha and Papa Yankee, the last two passenger-

carrying Dakotas in the UK, are being forced into 

retirement because of - yes, you've guessed it - health 

and safety rules. Their owner, Coventry-based Air 

Atlantique, has reluctantly decided it would be too 

expensive to fit the required emergency escape slides 

and weather radar systems required by new European 

rules for their 65-year-old planes, which served with the 

RAF during the war.  Mike Collett, the company's 

chairman, says: "We're very saddened."  

 

 
 

Rescue for Lidia  

There is better news for a beautiful Canadian DC-3 

nicknamed Lidia, which crashed in Antarctica while 

attempting a takeoff in December 2012.  A crew from 

her owners ALCI lovingly dug her out of the snow and 

repaired the damage a year later. After 44 days on site 

they successfully flew her out to Novo Air Base. A 

video detailing this epic adventure can be found at 

http://youtu.be/9ruArctYYbM. Now she is back at work 

in Calgary for owners in a warm hangar getting ready 

for another Antarctic adventure.    

By the way, did you know that Dakota, which was the 
British nickname for the DC-3/C-47 aircraft, was a 

variation on its internal name, DACo Transport Aircraft 
(Douglas Aircraft Company Transport Aircraft)? 

http://youtu.be/9ruArctYYbM
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From Barbara’s Membership desk……………….  
 

Thank you to 534 members who have paid their 2014 

membership dues.  I will be sending out Final Dues 

letters to 80 people on May 15.  If you are unsure 

whether you have paid, please call me at 714 – 522-6122 

and I will check my records.  To avoid receiving a letter, 

please send your $10.00 check made payable to DAC-

MDC-Boeing Retirees at P.O. Box 5482, Fullerton, CA 

92838 today.  If I do not hear from you by July 31st, you 

will be deleted from the membership roster.  

 

I’m pleased to announce that since the beginning of this 

year, we have added nineteen new members.  The Board 

hopes our new members will find that joining our 

organization will become a very rewarding experience as 

they reconnect with old friends and former colleagues.  

 

Two pieces of communication arrived right after our 

February publication of the Roundup went to 

print.  Even though several months have passed, I’d still 

like to share them with you.  

 

The first is from Alan Haggerty who wrote to say, 

“Happy New Year!  Wife, Iris, & I spent three weeks in 

South America including three days in Antarctica over 

Christmas & New Years.  Icebergs, glaciers & penguins 

were awesome”.  Al, we thank you for sharing news 

about your travels and we’ll certainly look forward to 

hearing about your next exotic vacation.  

 

Another note was from Larry Utberg who said, “After 

all these years of sending you my annual check, I 

suddenly realized you must put forth a great number of 

free hours handling all of the in/out mail to keep this 

group running so well.  So thank you for jobs well 

done!!!  Being near Sacramento, I am too far away to 

easily attend any of the functions, and I really miss the 

opportunity of visiting with my friends from the past.  

”One advantage to that is that we cannot look at each 

other to realize how un-young we have all become.  But 

the main reason I send my yearly check is to receive the 

periodic newsletter. I find it quite interesting and read the 

entire document, from front to back.  I had noted months 

ago the announcement that my long ago friend Ron 

Beeler was taking over the task of putting out that 

publication. Please pass on to him my HELLO and my 

compliments on his well-done job. Regards and thanks 

again---Lawrence (Larry) C. Utberg, 916-939-6935”.  
 

It would appear that Larry would welcome telephone 

calls from his former colleagues since he has included 

his personal telephone number.   

 

I received an e-mail from an El Segundo retiree inquiring 

about membership into the new fitness center in that 

area.  I suggested that he talk to the receptionist to find 

out how he could join.  He wrote back and he was told 

that retirees are not eligible to join that facility at this 

time.  I’m sure many of you know that Boeing does 

provide three fitness centers in Long Beach, Seal Beach 

and Huntington Beach, all of which are  

available to retirees.  Perhaps our members living in the 

South Bay who would like to use that facility should 

contact them to show their interest.     

 

As you will see below, it was suggested that we list the 

former work location and department of our new 

members.  This is to help people determine if you knew 

that individual when you were still employed.    
 

Barbara Callaghan  
 

MAC DAC Website 
Be sure to visit the new, modern updated MACDAC 

Website, that Betty Kult has created.  Betty has done a 

wonderful job in a very short time. I know we will all 

enjoy visiting the site often, for the unique links 

provided. http://www.macdacwestretirees.org/ 

 

Welcome New Members  
 

David Andersen, C1, Proposals & Presentations  

Abraham Areeckal, C1, Stress Engineer  

Sandra Bloom, C1, Engineering Operations.  

Derrell Brown, A3, Blended Wing Body  

Ray Chiappe, C1, Product Support  

Faith Gaither, Seattle, Engr. Propulsion Systems  

Vaughn Gaither, Seattle, Engr. Avionics Lab  

Helga Griesbeck, Seattle, Marketing, Europe & Africa  

Betty Kult, C1, Fleet Svcs, Mod & Conversion Svcs  

Steve Lillard, C1, B1 Program, Scheduling  

Genevieve Ortiz, C6, Upholstery  

Patricio “Pat” Ortiz, C1, Manufacturing Engineer   

Leo Petka, A3, Project Mgr., Competitive Analysis  

Ondrej Seman, C1, C17 Mission Systems Group, 

Door Structures  

Nancy Thorne, A3 Office Admin.   

Joe Vreeman, C1, Product Support   

Michael Walo, A3, Engineering Operations  

 

http://www.macdacwestretirees.org/

